the decay of this unique monument of the
most attractive period in Cairo. In con-
trast to the severe simplicity of its ex*
terior which is in keeping with the military
surroundings, the interior of this mosque
is very beautifully ornamented. The main
liwan which is four aisles deep and the
three liwanat which are only two aisles
deep, present around the sahn, a forest;
of fine columns. Since the columns are
not equal, they are brought to one level
by fixing them on bases of different
heights. Their capitals which belong to
the late Roman period, carry pointed
horse-shoe arches of black and white
marble raised on impost blocks. Above
the arcades run a row of pointed windows,
two over each arch. On top of the arches
there is a band of calligraphic inscription
in cursive script that runs around the
walls. The walls are finished with stone
capping on which is built a toothed
parapet. The dome over the mihrab is
supported by ten superb Ptolemic granite
shafts* The original dome fell in 1468
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